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Space technology has chafige world, but not in the way the dreamers of the 1960s imagined.
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The race to cheaper launches
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clash, but low-level conflict is already
happening.
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the moon—this time to stay?
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" Next stop: Alpha Centauri

The technology for reaching the next
star already exists.
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Burning ambition

The search for a bigger, better heat
shield.
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Hello, darkness, my old friend

A consideration of the parallels of

.the rock era and the space age.
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- Fiction: In her light

An idealist meets her fate in Low
Earth orbit.
By Deji Bryce Olukotun

PLUS: Flip to the back for our annual
list of 35 innovators under 35.

Cover photo by Bob O'Connox: A time-
lapse shot of a SpaceX Falcon 9 launch
in 2018. At left, the rising axc shows
the rocket taking off; at right, the
reusable boosters return to Earth.
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